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Patti has been the Academic Department Associate (ADA) for the Physics Department for 4 years. Before 
that, she did substitute teaching and math tutoring for Fort Atkinson schools. As ADA, she keeps track of 
the department budget, orders supplies, enters the course schedule of classes, prepares spreadsheets 
and deals with whatever details arise throughout the day. With an office just off the lobby area in 
Upham, she enjoys helping students find their classrooms in the first week of classes and directing 
prospective students to Roseman, who are close but one building away. 

 

Patti’s husband, Tom, teaches mechanical design at Gateway Technical College in Racine after being a 
mechanical engineer for many years. Their oldest daughter, Hannah, a cello player and recent UWW 
graduate, is in her first year as orchestra director at Beloit Memorial High School. Their other daughter, 
Rose, finished a Respiratory Therapy degree last spring and is now working on adding a nursing degree 
from UW-Oshkosh. She plans to work in neonatal care and to go on medical missions trips in the future. 
Their son, Elliot, is a senior at Fort Atkinson High School, planning to come to UWW in the fall to be a 
computer science major and music minor. 

 

In her free time, Patti plays piano for church, teaches piano lessons and quilts. Sunday afternoons with 
her family frequently involves games, from Phase 10 (a card game) to Farkle (a dice game) to Lexagon (a 
word game) to Apples to Apples (a group interaction game). 

 

Patti particularly enjoys being part of a science department in Upham because the classrooms and 
professors offices and student study rooms are all in the same building which means much more 
interaction with students than most ADAs probably have. Another plus is that during the semester, the 
day is filled with activity and interruptions but there are weeks between semesters of quiet catch-up 
time. Both are good but having both is great. 


